
The Story of 
HMS Unicorn

multi-sensory story



HMS Unicorn multi-sensory story resource. 

Introduction 

Stories help us to make sense of the world. They are all around us, in our
everyday lives, in everyday events, and can help us through difficult times in our
lives too.  The land we live on is full of myths, legends, folktales, fairy tales and
magic.  The sharing of these stories connects us as human beings. Through
narrative and story, we learn about ourselves, each other, our communities,
other cultures, the natural world, and the environment. The experience of telling
and sharing stories allows us to explore places and situations we might never be
able to visit.  For people with profound and multiple learning disabilities,
experiencing the world through multi-sensory stories is a way of opening up the
world a little for them. Stories enable and support opportunities for exploration
of new experiences.  

A sensory rich story created for individuals and groups in the way that’s best for
them offers endless learning in a way that’s fun.   Stories can be told through
dance, drama, music, art, poetry or one to one with sensory objects personal to
the person to engaging with the story.  Stories can also be created to prepare
and support people for significant, challenging, and sensitive events they may
face in their lives.   

There is no one way to tell a multi-sensory story. It depends on what you want
to achieve with the story and what the occasion is for telling and sharing the
story.  Adapting to the situation and the audience in the moment helps to make
the experience as memorable and exciting as possible. Creating a story together
and drawing the audience into the story, making them feel a part of the story,
also enriches the experience and helps people connect in their own way with the
story. 

About the resource. 

This resource tells the story of HMS Unicorn. It consists of a film, a
downloadable PDF of the story and the song lyrics. Appropriate links to the
song are included in the resource. You can borrow the story sack from the
PAMIS library, download it at pamis.org.uk or visit HMS Unicorn where you can
access and interact with the story onboard the ship….. or why not try making
your own sensory items to use in the story.

You may also want to create your own drama performance of the story.  The
video can be used as a guide for your own telling of the story and to generate
ideas for further stories from HMS Unicorn. We hope you have fun using and
creating your own story of HMS Unicorn and that this resource inspires you to
have fun learning all about the ship.    



One warm evening in the land of stories, Tom sat with his grandad.

They sat together in grandad’s old armchair.
  
“Grandad are unicorns real?”  Tom asked. 

 “Well Tom, unicorns are mythical creatures. They bring messages 
of self-belief, inner strength and power”. 

“Their message is this: if you believe in yourself anything can
happen.  Also, the unicorn is the symbol of Scotland.  It even has a
ship named after it”. 

Tom’s eyes glowed with excitement.

“The ship is in Dundee, and it’s called HMS Unicorn”.

“Wow”, said Tom, “I wish I could go there, grandad”.  

Grandad leaned over, smiled, and switched on his globe. He spun 
the glowing globe and as it spun Tom heard singing.

(Fiona’s song played here)

When it stopped, Tom saw a little, monkey on the table in front of
him. 

Grandad smiled, “this is Jacko”, he said. “Jacko is the ships mascot
and if you close your eyes Jacko will take you on a trip to see the
ship”.

“Wow really!” said Tom as he closed his eyes. 

Grandad smiled again, “yes really”, he said. 

Tom closed his eyes and soon he felt as if he was 
floating back in time.

(Play some music to represent time travel) 

When he woke, he found himself on the ship. 



Jacko was excited to show him around the ship. “HMS Unicorn is the
oldest ship in Scotland, and it is built of wood and metal”, he said. 

(Have a piece of wood with metal straps to allow people to feel the
 wood and the metal)

It’s one of the very last sailing ships. Can you imagine the ship on 
the water?

(Let people touch the material then wave the sail material around)

“Now come on Tom let’s go to the decks. Wait till you see the decks”.
Tom ran excitedly after Jacko.  

“This is the weather deck”, said Jacko, “here put on the captain’s hat 
and brace yourself for a storm”.  

Tom put on the captain’s hat and as he arrived on deck the wind was
howling, the sky darkened, and thunder rumbled then it began to rain. 

(Use a fan for the wind, or just blow like the wind, water spray or rain
maker for rain and a thunder tube for the thunder)

Jacko rang a bell. “Come on Tom, come down here”, he shouted as he
rang the bell louder. 

Wow said Tom as he looked around, where are we now”? Jacko
laughed, “we are in the waist of the weather deck. Here is where the
ships bell stays”. 

(Have a bell and ring the bell) 

Just then, Tom heard a noise that sounded like a cow.

“What’s that, did I hear a cow?" 

” Yes” Jacko laughed, “look down here”. 

Tom looked and was astonished to see the gun deck filled not only with
guns, but with hens, cows, and other animals and even the Captain’s
Cabin. 

(Chickens, eggs and cows for meat and milk)



“Come on let me take you to the lower decks but hold your nose, it’s
not very nice. 

“Oh, yuck it stinks in here!” yelled Tom,” and “what’s that running
among the firewood”? 

(Yucky smell if you have one or just hold your nose)

“Most likely a rat looking for crumbs of leftover lunch of cheese,
butter and biscuits made with flour and water”  Jacko said, as he
jumped onto Tom’s shoulder.

Tom pulled a disgusted face and Jacko laughed. “Yes, it couldn’t have
been much fun on this boat for 6 months at sea and talking of time,
we better get you back, come on”. 

Tom and Jacko went back onto the weather deck and Jacko said,
“close your eyes Tom”. 

Tom closed his eyes and once again he found himself floating in time
and space. 

(Play the time travel music again)

When he opened his eyes, he was back in the armchair beside his
grandad and the light from the globe had faded. 

“What happened there?” asked Tom. 

Grandad ruffled Tom’s hair and smiled. 

“That Tom was the magic of stories”. 



Some sensory items 

Here are some sensory items you can use to help you bring the story to
life or if you wish you can make your own.

Unicorn Globe Monkey

Wood & Metal

Material for Sail cloth

Captain's HatBell Wind & Thunder Animals & Rodent

Ocean Drum 



Song Lyrics
 

‘A Unicorn and a Monkey Sea Shanty’ 
written and performed by Fiona Sharp

 
 F SHARP MUSIC | Facebook

Verse 1 
 

The unicorn, the unicorn, a mythical creature 
Sending messages of self-belief, inner strength and power

 If you believe in yourself, anything can happen, 
It’s the symbol of Scotland, and a ship’s named after it 

 
Chorus

 
Sailing all around the globe, 

With a monkey on the Unicorn 
On the seas both rough and calm 

We follow Captain’s orders. 
 

Verse 2
 

Jacko, the monkey, was the ship’s mascot, 
Cheeky and naughty, he liked to cause mischief 

He got himself into trouble, and got thrown off the ship, 
He spent the rest of his life, working in the circus

 
Chorus

 
Sailing all around the globe, 

a monkey on the Unicorn
On the seas both rough and calm

We follow Captain’s orders.

https://www.facebook.com/fsharpmusicservices
https://www.facebook.com/fsharpmusicservices


Verse 3
 

 Life on the ship, couldn’t have been easy 
There were lots of sailors, and animals too!

 The weather deck at times, was rough with cold wind and rain, 
And downstairs in the ship, was very smelly - pooooawww!! 

 
Chorus: 

 
Sailing all around the globe, 

With a monkey on the Unicorn
 On the seas both rough and calm 

We follow Captain’s orders. 
Sailing all around the globe, 

With a monkey on the Unicorn
 On the seas both rough and calm 

We follow Captain’s orders.
 

Sing chorus again.
 


